196     THE    GALLERY    OF    EMANCIPATORS
It is difficult to select from the long roll of emanci-
pators any single leader as pre-eminent in influenc-
ing the country towards delivering men from the
curse of slavery by his writings, his oratory, or the
example of his life. All one can do is to sketch the
lives and achievements of these philanthropists who
took the lead in Parliament and in the country in the
great Anti- Slavery struggle which culminated in the
abolition of slavery in British possessions in 1833.
Mr. Coupland, in his recent biography of Wilber-
force, wrote of that noble band of Anti-Slavery
workers, that:
" With all their limitations and mistakes, those pioneers
of the British philanthropic school were on the right side.
It was they who planted in the public conscience of their
countrymen not merely a sensitiveness to wrong, but
a positive sense of obligation towards the backward
peoples of the world. And in so far as the conduct of
British Governments towards the native races in their
charge was to be inspired throughout the coming century
by the ideals of trusteeship, the honour of creating that
tradition lay with them." x
GRANVILLE SHARP
The earliest in date of these leaders was Granville
Sharp, less famous perhaps, but no less devoted,
than some of his co-workers and successors. He was
a man of very wide and varied interests, of scholarly
attainments, of singular simplicity of character and
aim, and keen sympathy with the oppressed and
1 Wttberfarce, by R. Coupland, p, 382.